
FROM THE TOP

Soldier-Medics--A Legacy of Service

The month of March marks two significant events--the 121st birthday of the Army
Medical Department (AMEDD) Enlisted Corps and the 5th anniversary of Operation
Iraqi Freedom. Although enlisted Soldiers have served in the AMEDD since its
inception in July 1775, it wasn’t until 1 March 1887 that the Army officially
recognized the Hospital Corps comprised of hospital stewards, acting hospital
stewards (noncommissioned officers (NCOs)), and privates. “New Chevrons”
denoting the ranks of the hospital stewards were introduced similar to the chevrons
worn by all NCOs in the Army at the time. Privates of the Hospital Corps wore the
“white arm band with a Red Cross.” The Hospital Corps has since evolved into the
Enlisted Corps--one of the eight corps of the AMEDD and the legacy of service that
started with the birth of our Army continues.

When he took command of the Medical Command in December 2007, Lieutenant
General Eric B. Schoomaker noted that “the essence of our professionalism and
ethos is embodied in our Warrior Medics.” In his Arrival Message released on the
same day, Schoomaker spoke of the well-trained and highly-motivated young men and women whose courage,
selflessness, and stamina have consistently led them to forego personal safety, comfort, and material reward to
preserve the health, well-being, and the very lives of our Soldiers. He also charged us all to emulate the values of
our combat medics, their uncompromising commitment to high standards, and their devotion to their craft.

Wherever there are American Soldiers serving in harm’s way, dedicated Soldier-medics are also, and this stands
true for ongoing combat operations in Iraq as well as Afghanistan, but this legacy of service comes with a price.
As of 1 January 2008, more than 134 AMEDD Soldiers are numbered in fatalities during Operations Enduring
Freedom and Iraqi Freedom--75 percent of these, a result of hostile fire or enemy action. Our comrades-in-arms
in the combat arms (fires) sustain the largest percentage of casualties, but among the support and sustainment
branches, Soldier-medics outnumber their peers in hostile fire casualties. This is not surprising since,
historically, more Soldier-medics have earned the Medal of Honor, many of them posthumously, than Soldiers
from any other branch of the Army. This edition of the Medical Soldiers Outlook lists those Soldier-medics who
have made the ultimate sacrifice--men and women; active, guard, and reserve; who gave their lives in service to
our nation. I use the phrase “gave their lives” instead of “lost their lives” to signify a deliberate action--Giving.

Private First Class Harrison J. Meyer was one such Soldier whom I had the honor of meeting when I attended his
funeral service in Worthington, Ohio, in December 2004. Meyer died during a dismounted patrol on 26
November 2004 in Ar Ramadi, Iraq, when his unit was attacked by enemy forces using small arms fire. He was
assigned to the 1st Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, Camp Howze, Korea. Of
course, Meyer and I were never able to speak in person, but his legacy of service spoke for him. His legacy
spoke of a young Soldier, just a few days past his 20th birthday, who died doing what he loved--taking care of his
men. Sergeant Anton J. Hiett, 25, of Mount Airy, North Carolina, gave his life near Asadabad, Afghanistan, on
12 March 2006, when an improvised explosive device (IED) detonated near his vehicle during combat
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operations. Hiett, an Army Reserve Soldier, was assigned to the 391st Engineer Battalion, Greenville, South
Carolina. Staff Sergeant Tricia L. Jameson, 34, of Omaha, Nebraska, made the ultimate sacrifice on 14 July
2005, in Trebil, Iraq. Jameson was responding to a casualty incident when a secondary IED detonated near her
location. Jameson was assigned to the 313th Medical Company, Army National Guard, Lincoln, Nebraska. She
was posthumously promoted to Sergeant First Class.

These are just three of the more than 65,000 members of the AMEDD Enlisted Corps that chose to serve in our
great Army. Meyer, Hiett, and Jameson lived the Army Values of Loyalty, Duty, Respect, Selfless Service,
Honor, Integrity, and Personal Courage; and the Soldiers Creed - “I will always place the mission first; I will
never accept defeat; I will never quit; I will never leave a fallen comrade.” They chose to be Soldier-medics for
various reasons, but they all gave their lives continuing the legacy of service. The Army is strong because of
men and women like these that don’t hesitate to put themselves in harm’s way to take care of their comrades. As
we focus on the Army’s and AMEDD’s four strategic imperatives of Sustain, Prepare, Reset, and Transform,
remember the legacy of our medics that made the ultimate sacrifice. Like them, you are the key to our AMEDD
and our Army remaining--Army Strong!
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A TRIBUTE TO THE AMEDD ENLISTED FALLEN
IN THE GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM

NAME MOS UNIT DATE OF DEATH
SGT BARRY, Michael C. 91W HSC, 205th Med BN, Ozark Rd 1-Feb-03
SPC PEREZ III, Jose A. 91W 6th Battalion, 27th Field Artillery Regiment, Fort Sill, Oklahoma 28-May-03
SPC NAKAMURA, Paul T. 91W 437th Medical Company, based in Colorado Springs, Colorado 19-Jun-03
SPC IVORY, Craig S. 91W 501st Combat Spt Co. (Forward), APO AE 17-Aug-03
SPC RAMOS, Tamarra J. 91W 3rd Arm Med Co, Med Trp Reg Spt Sqdr, 3rd ACR 1-Oct-03
SPC HOLLAND, Christopher J. 91W Battery A, 4th Battalion, 27th Field Artillery Regiment,

1st Armored Division, Smith Barracks, Germany 17-Dec-03
SPC DIRAIMONDO, Michael A. 91W 571st Medical Company (Air Ambulance), Fort Carson, Colorado 8-Jan-04
SPC SANDRI, Matthew J. 91W 82nd Forward Support Battalion, 82nd Airborne Division,

Fort Bragg, North Carolina 20-Mar-04
SPC KARR Jr., Michael G. 91W 1st Engineer Battalion, 1st Brigade, 1st Infantry Division,

Fort Riley, Kansas 31-Mar-04
SGT TODACHEENE, Lee D. 91W 1st Battalion, 77th Armored Regiment, 1st Infantry Division,

Schweinfurt, Germany 6-Apr-04
SPC ENOS, Peter G. 91W 1st Battalion, 7th Field Artillery Regiment, 1st Infantry Division,

in Schweinfurt, Germany 9-Apr-04
PFC DARLING, Norman 91W 4th Battalion, 27th Field Artillery Regiment, 1st Armored Division,

Baumholder, Germany 29-Apr-04
SPC SHAVER, Jeffrey R. 91W Army National Guard's 1st Battalion, 161st Infantry, Spokane,

Washington 12-May-04
SPC ODUMS II, Charles E. 91W Headquarters, Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry

Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division, Fort Hood, Texas 30-May-04
PFC HOBART, Melissa J. 91W E. Co., 215th FSB, 1CD, Fort Hood, Texas 6-Jun-04
SPC ONWORDI, Justin B. 91W 2nd Battalion, 12th Armored Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry

Division, Fort Hood, Texas 2-Aug-04
SPC RAZANI, Omead H. 91W HHC, 1/506th IN, 2ID, APO AP (Camp Greaves) 27-Aug-04
SPC DACLAN Jr., Edgar P. 91W 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division, Schweinfurt,

Germany 10-Sep-04
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SGT PREWITT, Tyler D. 91W 2nd Battalion, 2nd Infantry Regiment, 1st Infantry Division,
Vilseck, Germany 28-Sep-04

SGT COLLIER, Russell L. 91W 1st Battalion, 206th Field Artillery Regiment, Arkansas National
Guard, Russellville, Arkansas 3-Oct-04

SPC BAKER, Ronald W. 91J 39th Support Battalion, Arkansas Army National Guard, Lonoke,
Arkansas 13-Oct-04

CPL GOMEZ, Billy 91W 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry Division
(Light), Schofield Barracks, Hawaii 27-Oct-04

PFC MEYER, Harrison J. 91W 1st Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat
Team, Camp Howze, Korea 26-Nov-04

SPC VONRONN, Kenneth G. 91W Army National Guard's Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 1st Battalion, 69th Infantry Regiment, 42nd Infantry
Division, New York, New York 6-Jan-05

SPC BURK, Taylor J. 91W 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division,
Fort Hood, Texas 26-Jan-05

SPC MILLER IV, James H. 91W 1st Battalion, 503d Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division,
Camp Casey, Korea 30-Jan-05

SPC CRANE, Richard M. 91D Det 1, 325th Field Hospital, Independence, Missouri 8-Feb-05
SGT OSBEY, Timothy R. 91W HHC, 1st Battalion, 155th Infantry, McComb, Missouri 16-Feb-05
SPC PUGH, Robert S, 91W Army National Guard's 1st Battalion, 155th Infantry, McComb,

Mississippi 2-Mar-05
CPL MCGOWAN, Stephen M. 91W 1st Infantry Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat

Team, Fort Carson, Colorado 4-Mar-05
PFC LEWIS Jr., Lee A. 91W 3rd Battalion, 15th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division,

Fort Stewart, Georgia 18-Mar-05
PFC SIRKO, Steven F. 91W HHC, 1/30th INF, 3ID, Fort Benning, Georgia 17-Apr-05
SPC VAUGHN, Brian A. 91W 1st Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team,

2nd Infantry Division, Fort Carson, Colorado 21-Jun-05
SFC MURALLES, Marcus V. 91W 3rd Battalion, 160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment

(Airborne), Hunter Army Air Field, Georgia 28-Jun-05
PFC WOODS, Eric P. 91W 2nd Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Carson,

Colorado 9-Jul-05
SPC YAHUDAH, Benyahmin B. 91W 1st Battalion, 64th Armor Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team,

3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Georgia 13-Jul-05
SSG JAMESON, Tricia L. 91W 313th Medical Company, Army National Guard, Lincoln, Nebraska 14-Jul-05
SPC KATZENBERGER, Christopher M. 91W 2nd Battalion, 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment, Fort Bragg,

North Carolina 9-Aug-05
SPC FUHRMANN II, Ray M. 91W 3rd Battalion, 69th Armor Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat Team,

3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Georgia 18-Aug-05
SSG CAMPBELL, Damion G. 91W 1st Battalion, 508th Infantry Regiment, Vicenza, Italy 26-Aug-05
SPC WILLIAMS, Jeffrey A. 91W Support Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Carson,

Colorado 5-Sep-05
SSG JONAUS, Jude R. 91Q Brigade Troops Battalion, Division Support Brigade, 3rd Infantry

Division, Fort Stewart, Georgia 6-Sep-05
SPC FERNANDEZ, William V. 91W 1st Squadron, 104th Cavalry Regiment, 28th Infantry Division,

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19-Sep-05
SGT LARGE, Brian W. 91W 3rd Battalion, 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne

Division, Fort Bragg, North Carolina 3-Oct-05
SPC NAHVI, Russell H. 91W 5th Squadron, 7th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat Team,

3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Georgia 19-Oct-05
SGT ROBERTSON, Michael T. 91W 1st Battalion, 15th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade, 3rd Infantry

Division, Fort Benning, Georgia 25-Oct-05
MSG WALLSMITH, Thomas A. 91V 3rd Forward Support Battalion, Division Support Brigade,

3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Georgia 26-Oct-05
SPC HOLLEY, Matthew J. 91W 1st Battalion, 320th Field Artillery Regiment, 101st Airborne

Division, Fort Campbell, Kentucky 15-Nov-05
SPC VILLANUEVA, Javier A. 91W 2nd Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Irwin,

California 24-Nov-05
SPC KESINGER, James C. 91W 2nd Battalion, 70th Armor, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, Fort Riley,

Kansas 13-Dec-05
SGT PERALEZ Jr., Johnny J. 91W 3rd Battalion, 16th Field Artillery, 2nd Brigade Combat Team,

4th Infantry Division, Fort Hood, Texas 5-Jan-06
SPC WALKER, Ryan D. 91W 1st Battalion, 76th Field Artillery Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat

Team, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Georgia 5-Jan-06
SGT HUNTER, Matthew D. 91W 1st Battalion, 502nd Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat

Team, 101st Airborne Division, Fort Campbell, Kentucky 23-Jan-06
SGT HIETT, Anton J. 91W USAR 391st Engineer Battalion, Greenville, North Carolina

(DOD has SC listed) 12-Mar-06
SFC STONE, John T. 91W Army National Guard's 15th Civil Support Team, South Burlington,

Vermont 28-Mar-06



CPL DANIEL, Jason B. 91W 7th Squadron, 10th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat Team,
4th Infantry Division, Fort Hood, Texas 23-Apr-06

SGT VACHO, Nathan J. 91W 489th Civil Affairs Battalion, Knoxville, Tennessee (USAR) 5-May-06
SPC LOVELESS, Jeremy M. 91W 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry Regiment, 172nd Stryker Brigade

Combat Team, Fort Wainwright, Alaska 19-May-06
SGT GIONET, Daniel R. 91W HHC, 1st Battalion, 66th Armor Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat

Team, 4th ID, Fort Hood, Texas 4-Jun-06
SSG BLAKLEY, Richard A. 91X 738th Area Support Medical Company, Monticello, Indiana 6-Jun-06
PFC CROMBIE, David N. 91W 2nd Battalion, 6th Infantry Regiment, Baumholder, Germany 7-Jun-06
SGT PENA Jr., Roger P. 91W 10th Sustainment Brigade (TF 10 Logistics), 10th Mountain

Division, Fort Drum, New York 14-Jun-06
SGT CRAIG, Heathe N. 91W 159th Air Ambulance Medical Company, Wiesbaden, Germany 21-Jun-06
SPC GRINER, Aaron M. 91W HHC, 2D Bn, 87th Infantry, 3D BCT, 10th Mountain Division

(TF Catamount) Fort Drum, New York 28-Jun-06
SPC FARGO, Adam J. 91W HHC, 4th Battalion, 3D Infantry, 4th BCT, (4ID), Fort Campbell,

Kentucky 22-Jul-06
SGT MENNEMEYER, Steven P. 91W 82d Medical Company, (I MEF), Fort Riley, Kansas 9-Aug-06
SFC VILLA Jr., Ruben J. 91R Army Medical Support Group (CFLCC), Camp Arifjam, Kuwait 18-Aug-06
SPC JACKSON, Wakkuna A. 91W Company C, 710th Combat Support BN (TF Spartan), Fort Drum,

New York 19-Aug-06
SPC SITTON, Christopher F. 91W Company C, 710th Combat Support BN (TF Spartan), Fort Drum,

New York 19-Aug-06
SGT ALMAZAN, David J. 91W HHC, 1st Battalion, 36th Infantry, (I MEF) Friedberg, Germany 27-Aug-06
SPC RAMSEY, David J. 91W 47th Combat Support Hospital, 62nd Medical Brigade, Fort Lewis,

Washington 7-Sep-06
SFC HOWARD, Merideth L. 91W 405th Civil Affairs Battalion, (TF Spartan), Fort Bragg, NC USAR 8-Sep-06
SGT DAVIS, David J. 91W HHT, 4th Squadron, 14th Cavalry, 172D SBCT, (4 ID),

Fort Richardson, Alaska 17-Sep-06
SGT WORSTER, James R. 91W Company A, 10th Combat Support Hospital, Fort Carson,

Colorado 18-Sep-06
SFC JONES, Charles J. 91W HHC, 149th Brigade Combat Team, 4ID 20-Sep-06
SPC VACCARO, Angelo J. 68W Company A, 1st Battalion, 32d Infantry Regiment, (TF SPARTAN),

10th Mountain Division, Fort Drum, New York 2-Oct-06
SPC AGUIRRE, Nathaniel A. 68W HHC, 1st BN, 22d Infantry, 2 BCT, 4th Infantry Division, Fort. Hood,

Texas 22-Oct-06
PFC ROGERS, Nicholas K. 68W HHC, 4th BN, 31st Infantry, 2 BCT, 10th Mountain Division,

Fort Drum, New York 22-Oct-06
SPC ADKINS, Dustin M. 68E Group Support Battalion, 5th Special Forces Group, (1 MEF),

Fort Campbell, Kentucky 4-Dec-06
SPC TINSLEY, Douglas L. 68W HHC, 3d Battalion, 509th Infantry, 4 BCT , (25 ID),

Fort Richardson, Alaska 26-Dec-06
SSG ALLEN, Charles D. 68W 296th Medical Company, Brigade Support Battalion, 3 BCT,

Fort Lewis, Washington 4-Jan-07
SGT MCNEILL, Phillip D. 68W Company A, 3d Battalion, 509th Infantry, 4th BCT,

Fort Richardson, Alaska 20-Jan-07
PFC TOOMALATAI, David T. 68W HHT, 2d Squadron, 8th Cavalry, 1 BCT, Fort Hood, Texas 27-Jan-07
PFC WALTER, Rowan D. 68W HHC, 1st Battalion, 9th Infantry, Fort Carson, Colorado 23-Feb-07
SPC CADAVERO, Jonathan D. 68W HHC, 2D Brigade Special Troops Battalion, Fort Drum, New York 27-Feb-07
SPC RUSSELL, Ryan D. 68W HHT, 1st Squadron, 12th Cavalry, 3 BCT, Fort Hood, Texas 5-Mar-07
SPC BOYD, Joshua M. 68W HHC, 2D Battalion, 505th Infantry, 3 BCT, Fort Bragg,

North Carolina 14-Mar-07
SFC STEPHENS, John S. 68W HHC 1st BDE, Fort Riley, Kansas 15-Mar-07
SSG SEBBAN, Benjamin L. 68W Troop C, 5th Squadron, 73rd Cav, 3 BCT, Fort Bragg,

North Carolina 17-Mar-07
SPC ALLEN, John E. 68W Troop A, 2nd Squadron, 12th Cav, 4th BCT, Fort Bragg,

North Carolina 17-Mar-07
SPC SPRINGER, Lance C. 68W HHT, 1st Squadron, 40th Cavalry, 4th BCT, (1CD),

Fort Richardson, Alaska 23-Mar-07
PFC FIGUEROA, Gabriel J. 68W D Company, 1st Squadron, 8th Cavalry, 2 BCT, Fort Hood, Texas 3-Apr-07
CPL CANTRELL IV, Joseph H. 68W 2nd Battalion, 8th Cav, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cav

Division, Fort Hood, Texas 4-Apr-07
PFC MASTERSON, Conor G. 68W Company B, 1st Battalion, 4th Infantry, Hohenfels, Germany 7-Apr-07
SGT STEPHENS, David A. 68W HHC, 2nd Battalion, 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 4th BCT,

82D Abn Div, Fort Bragg, North Carolina 12-Apr-07
PFC KNOLL, Garrett C. 68W 5th Squadron, 73rd Cav, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 82nd

Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, North Carolina 23-Apr-07
SGT HULLENDER, Michael R. 68W HHC, 1st Battalion, 501st Infantry, 4th BCT, Fort Richardson,

Alaska 28-Apr-07
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SPC NGUYEN, Dan H. 68W 1st Battalion, 1st Cavalry Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team,
1st Cav Division, Fort Hood, Texas 8-May-07

SPC MCCANTS, Marquis J. 68W HHC, 1st Battalion, 325th Infantry, 2nd BCT, Fort Bragg,
North Carolina 18-May-07

SGT BAUM, Ryan J. 68W HHC, 3rd Battalion, 509th Infantry, 4th BCT, Fort Richardson,
Alaska 18-May-07

SPC GILMORE, Joseph A. 68W HHC, 1st Squadron, 5th Cavalry, 2nd BCT, Fort Hood, Texas 19-May-07
SFC MORRISON, Lawrence E. 68W US Army Civil Affairs and Psychological Operations Command,

Fort Bragg, North Carolina 19 Sep 05
CPL WINTERBOTTOM, Jonathan D. 68W 3rd Squadron, 1st Cav Regiment, 3rd BCT, 3rd Infantry Division

(Mechanized), Fort Benning, Georgia 23-May-07
PFC BOWE, Matthew C. 68W 1st Squadron, 89th Cavalry Regiment, 2nd BCT, 10th Mountain

Division, Fort Drum, New York 19 Feb 07
SPC BOONE, Christopher K. 68W Company H, 163D MI BN, 504th MI BDE, Fort Hood, Texas 17 Feb 07
SGT LIGHTNER, Nicholas J. 68W HHC, 1st Squadron, 8th Cav, 2nd BCT, 1st Cav Div, Fort Hood,

Texas 21 Mar 07
SSG HUBBELL, Darren P. 68W HHC, 1st Battalion, 64th Armor, 2nd Brigade Combat Team,

Fort Stewart, Georgia 20-Jun-07
SGT KIM, Shin W. 68W HHC, 2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry, 2nd BCT, Fort Carson, Colorado 28-Jun-07
SPC GOMEZ, Daniel E. 68W Company A, 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry, 2nd BCT, Schweinfurt,

Germany 18-Jul-07
PFC RESTREPO, Juan S. 68W B Co, 2d Battalion, 503d Infantry Regiment (Airborne) 173rd

Airborne BCT, Vicenza, Italy 22-Jul-07
SGT WAKEMAN, Dustin S. 68W 1st Squadron, 40th Cavalry, 4 BCT, Fort Richardson, Alaska 4-Aug-07
SGT COTTRELL, Eric D. 68W Battery A, 5th Battalion, 82nd Field Artillery, Fort Bliss, Texas 13-Aug-07
SPC HARMON, Joshua S. 68W HHC, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry, 3rd BCT, Schofield Barracks,

Hawaii 22-Aug-07
CPL PAREDES, Javier G. 68W HHC, 2nd Battalion, 69th Armor, 3rd Brigade Combat Team,

Fort Benning, Georgia 5-Sep-07
CPL RIVADENEIRA, Jonathan 68W Troop B, 6th Squadron, 9th Cavalry, 3rd Brigade Combat Team,

1st Cav Div, Fort Hood, Texas 14-Sep-07
SPC MCMAHON, Graham M. 68W Company C, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry, 4th BCT, Fort Lewis,

Washington 19-Sep-07
SPC WATSON, David L. 68W HHC, 2nd Battalion, 23rd Infantry, 4th BCT, Fort Lewis,

Washington 22-Sep-07
SPC HUGO, Rachael L. 68W 303rd Military Police Company, 97th MP Battalion, Jackson, MI 5-Oct-07
SPC MENDOZA, Hugo V. 68W Company B, 2nd Battalion, 503rd Infantry, 173rd ABCT,

Camp Ederle, IT 25-Oct-07
SGT DAVIS, Carletta S. 68W Company C, 10th Brigade Support Battalion, 1 BCT, Fort Drum,

New York 5-Nov-07
SPC ROQUE, Lester G. 68W Company C, 2nd Battalion, 503rd Infantry, 173rd ABCT,

Camp Ederle, IT 10-Nov-07
PFC SIETSEMA, Ashley 68W 708th Medical Company, 65th Troop Command Brigade,

North Riverside, Illinois 12-Nov-07
PFC ANDERSON, Joshua R. 68W HHC, 6th Squadron, 8th Cavalry, 4th BCT, Fort Stewart,

Georgia 2-Jan-08

Editor's note: The names that appear in the list are those that have been released since 15 Jan 08.
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PC Reservation® comes to Stimson Library

Stimson Library, Academy of Health Sciences, has implemented a computer reservation system to speed up the
access to library computers. Patrons no longer sign-in on a clipboard and wait to be called. If there are computers
available, they sign on to an available computer, login using their AKO e-mail address, and begin to work. If
there are no available computers, patrons make a reservation at the Central Reservation Station, located in the
front of the library. If all computers are in use, there is a 30-minute time limit; however; if there are no
reservations, patrons may extend that time. If patrons know that they will require more time to take a test or
complete required training, library staff can override the 30-minute time limit.

Contact: Norma Sellers, DSN 471-6900, 210-221-6900, or Norma.Sellers@amedd.army.mil.
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America's Army: The Strength of the Nation Army Family Covenant

We recognize...
The commitment and increasing sacrifices that our Families are making every day.
The strength of our Soldiers comes from the strength of their Families.

We are committed to...
Providing Soldiers and Families a Quality of Life that is commensurate with their service.
Providing our Families a strong, supportive environment where they can thrive.
Building a partnership with Army Families that enhances their strength and resilience.

We are committed to improving Family Readiness by:
● Standardizing and funding existing Family programs and services.
● Increasing accessibility and quality of health care.
● Improving Soldier and Family housing.
● Ensuring excellence in schools, youth services, and child care.
● Expanding education and employment opportunities for Family members.

AMEDD NCO Academy News

The Army Medical Department (AMEDD) Noncommissioned Officers (NCO) Academy and the
Noncommissioned Officer Education System (NCOES) are currently undergoing a transformation under the
Army Leaders for the 21st Century Initiative. This process, when completed, will result in a more innovative,
enhanced, and relevant NCOES focused on meeting the needs of the Operational Army and ensuring that
training is relevant to present and future operations.

Through this Training and Doctrine Command initiative, the Advanced Noncommissioned Officers Course
(ANCOC) will be renamed the “Senior Leaders Course” and the Basic Noncommissioned Officers Course
(BNCOC) will be renamed the “Advanced Leaders Course.” The focus of changing these two courses is to
provide leadership lessons one level above what is currently being provided in these courses. In BNCOC, the
emphasis will be on platoon level leadership responsibilities, and in ANCOC, company level leadership
responsibilities.

The AMEDD NCO Academy is in the process of implementing several advanced education systems that will
enhance learning and facilitate leader development for NCOs. A new Distributed Learning Course utilizing
Blackboard thru AKO is in its final trials before it is soon fully implemented. This will replace the antiquated
Distance Learning module that was employed over the last few years. Eighteen hours of resident instruction
from the FY07 curriculum were migrated into this new program. This allowed the NCO Academy to introduce
several administrative classes that NCOs need, such as: Award Recommendations, Civilian Personnel
Management, and Preservation of Remains. Other technological innovations that the NCO Academy is tapping
into are changes to how Student Assessment Questionnaires are administered, which will now be done
electronically instead of by the old fashioned paper version. The Logic Extension Resources testing system has
emerged in the student testing arena, improving test quality, security measures, and statistical data analysis for
both leadership courses. Our Web site is currently undergoing a major revision and will be updated soon.

In order to support the increased backlog of our 68Ws for BNCOC due to multiple deployments in support
of the Global War on Terrorism, the AMEDD NCO Academy, BNCOC, implemented a Mobile Training Team
(MTT) to train 68Ws that have recently redeployed at their home stations. The intent of this program is to
provide the majority of the Career Management Field portion of BNCOC (Phase 2) at their home station. This
program also minimizes the time that the Soldier has to be away from their family. Currently, the AMEDD NCO
Academy’s MTT is scheduled to execute training of 68Ws redeploying to Fort Bragg, Fort Hood, and Fort Bliss
between March and June 2008. For more information contact the NCO Academy for future class schedules or
CSM Stephen C. Paskos, Commandant, NCO Academy, DSN 471-5173, 210-221-5173, or
Stephen.Paskos@amedd.army.mil.



Traumatic Brain Injury Affects Soldiers, Nonmilitary Alike

Traumatic brain injury (TBI) is caused by a blow, jolt, or penetration to the head that upsets the function of
the brain. Not all blows to the head cause TBI. TBI can be “mild,” such as a brief change in mental status or
consciousness. Severe TBI can cause amnesia or unconsciousness that can last over a period of time. It can
affect thinking, sensation, language, and emotions. It can cause epilepsy and increase the risk for conditions such
as Alzheimer’s disease and other brain disorders. It can cause disability that requires therapy and help to perform
activities of daily living.

In the United States, about 1.4 million people yearly have a TBI. It is estimated that 50,000 people die and
235,000 people are hospitalized yearly due to TBI.

Active-duty military personnel returning from combat may have experienced TBI while deployed. Bullets,
fragments, and blasts are the leading cause of TBI for active-duty military personnel in war zones. Brain injury
is also caused by being physically thrown, burns, or inhalation of gases and vapors. According to the Defense
and Veterans Brain Injury Center (DVBIC), 14 to 20 percent of active-duty military had experienced a TBI
before the conflict in the Middle East. From 2003 to 2007, 29 percent of active-duty military experienced a TBI.
The DVBIC provides education and support to active-duty military, their Families, and veterans with TBI. It also
provides evaluation, treatment, and follow-up care in managing long-term effects of TBI.

One can reduce the risk of sustaining a TBI through these actions:
 Wear a seat belt when driving or riding in a motor vehicle.
 Use a child safety seat, booster seat, or seat belt for children.
 Never drive under the influence of alcohol or drugs.
 Wear a helmet and other protective gear when playing sports such as football, lacrosse, baseball, skating,
skiing, sledding, or horseback riding.
 Make sure children wear helmets when riding a bike, skateboard, or scooter.
 Reduce the chance of falling in the home by making living areas safer--remove tripping hazards such as
throw rugs or secure rugs.
 Use nonslip mats in the bathtub and on shower floors.
 Improve lighting.
 Install window guards and safety gates to prevent young children from falling from windows and stairs.
 Place handrails on both sides of stairways.

If someone thinks that he has a TBI, a healthcare provider should be seen immediately. Getting help soon
after the injury by trained specialists may speed recovery.

For more information on the prevention and treatment of TBI, visit the Defense and Veterans Brain Injury
Center at http://www.dvbic.org/, the CDC at http://www.cdc.gov/ncipc/tbi/TBI.htm, or the Brain Injury
Association of America at http://www.biausa.org/. The views expressed in this article are those of the author
and do not reflect the official policy or position of the Department of the Army, Department of Defense, or the
US Government.

Contact: BethAnn Cameron, DSN 584-7175, 410-436-7175, or BethAnn.Cameron@amedd.army.mil.
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Preventive Medicine Support to the Iraqi Army

The 61st Medical Detachment, along with three other Level III Preventive Medicine (PM) Detachments located
throughout the Iraqi theater of operations, is currently working with the Iraqi Army to establish a comprehensive
PM and Public Health training program. One part of this program is to educate medical personnel within the
Iraqi Army by teaching a 2-week PM class during their 45-day Basic Medical Course (BMC). The BMC is held
at different locations throughout Iraq and is supported by US Army PM Specialists.

The overall intent of this effort is to train the Iraqis in PM so that they can take a more proactive role when
instructing their own personnel. The training includes basic field sanitation topics such as personal hygiene, food
service sanitation, insect and rodent identification/control, water supply and chlorination procedures, hot and
cold weather injuries, and waste management. “We try to cover as many hands-on training exercises as possible;
it has proven to be very effective in previous training classes and we have received great feedback from the
students,” said SPC Charles Bateman of the 61st Medical Detachment. By laying the groundwork for a strong
PM system, the Iraqi military can create an environment where Iraqi officers, noncommissioned officers, and
Soldiers are trained and can perform PM tasks and general field sanitation.

Through hands-on training, the Iraqi Soldiers can now apply skills they learned in the classroom. Working with
our counterparts, they increase their capability and we gain a better understanding of how to meet both short-
and long-term goals. This will greatly enhance the ability of the Iraqi Army by reducing risks associated with
Disease and Non-Battle Injuries currently facing their Soldiers.

“As an instructor, feedback is an important tool and after speaking with the students, we learned about many
obstacles facing Iraqi medical personnel. One such concern is the lack of equipment and a poor supply system.
As a result, we have improved and modified our approach to how we present the lesson to the student,” said SPC
Washington, of the 61st Medical Detachment. It is important for the student to be able to apply what he learned
in the classroom to the real-world environment, and it is equally important that the student has the equipment to
do so. This is a widespread concern both among the Iraqi Soldiers and US instructors who support the classes.

The ultimate goal in conducting this training is to construct a working
program where PM education and instruction are received from the highest
to the lowest levels in the Iraqi Army. This training is just one part of a larger
PM training and equipping initiative. However, these classes will help the
Iraqi Army during this time of transition back to the Iraqi Government.

“Once their medical personnel have established themselves and created a
strong foundation from which to build, they will be able to implement the
necessary PM measures to reduce the risk of unnecessary illness and injury.
This will greatly improve the morale of their Soldiers, the overall strength
of their Army, and help maintain the health of every Iraqi Soldier,” said
SGT Edgar Campuzano, of the 61st Medical Detachment.

Contact: SSG Christopher Paye, Detachment Sergeant, 61st Medical Detachment (PM),
christopher.paye@us.army.mil.
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SGT Edgar Campuzano supervising
Iraqi Army Public Health Officers
testing water quality


